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lilcfcical  ©fftcvr & 
Annual  Import* 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Urmston  Urban  District  Council. 

Gentlemen, 

I  beg  to  submit  to  you  my  Annual  Report  on  the  Health 
of  the  District  for  the  year  1908. 

Population. 

The  population  is  estimated  at  8,000,  being  an  estimated 
increase  of  200  on  the  previous  year,  and  being  equivalent  to  8 
persons  per  acre. 

Census  returns  for  previous  years  are  as  follow  : 

1861.  1871.  1881.  1891.  1901. 

740.  996.  2,244.  4,042.  6,591. 

Birth  Rate. 

During  the  year  162  births  were  registered  ;  84  males  and  78 
females.  This  is  equivalent  to  a  birth-rate  of  20.2  per  thousand, 
as  compared  with  22  per  thousand  for  the  previous  year. 

The  average  birth-rate  for  the  previous  10  years  was  nearly 
24,  so  that  the  late  for  this  year  is  unusually  low.  It  is,  in  fact, 
the  lowest  on  record  tor  the  dislrict. 

Death  Rate. 

During  the  same  period  there  were  90  deaths  from  all  causes 
registered  in  the  District,  including  one  death  of  a  Davyhulme 
patient  in  the  Cottage  Hospital ;  and  10  deaths  of  Urmston 
residents  in  other  Districts,  giving  a  nett  mortality  of  99 
(49  males  and  50  females),  equivalent  to  a  nett  death-rate  of  12.87 
per  thousand,  as  compared  with  12.5  per  thousand  for  the  year 
1907. 

Table  IV.  gives  particulars  of  the  nett  mortality  ;  being 
arrived  at  by  the  inclusion  of  residents  dying  in  public 
institutions  out  of  the  District. 

Suicides. 

Three  cases  of  suicide  are  included  in  the  table. 

Two  (from  drowning),  probably  took  place  elsewhere  ;  the 
bodies  being  washed  ashore  in  this  district. 

The  third  occurred  on  the  railway.  None  of  these  cases  were 
resident  in  the  district,  nor  connected  **  ith  it,  but  as  it  is  neces¬ 
sary  to  include  them  in  our  returns,  they  swell  unduly  the 
apparent  net  mortality. 


2 


TABLE  TV. 

Cause  of,  and  Ages  at,  Death  during  year  1908. 
Name  of  District—  URMSTON  (Urban). 


Deaths  in  or  belonging  to 

whole  district  at  subjoined 

Total  Deaths 

ages. 
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Whooping  cough  ... 
Diphtheria  (includ- 
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ing  membranous 
croup)  . 

Croup  . 

Fever : 

Typhus . 

Enteric . 
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Other  continued 
Epidemic  Influenza 

Cholera  . 

Plague  . 
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Diarrhoea . 
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Enteritis . 
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Erysipelas  . 
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Phthisis  . 

Other  tubercular 
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Cancer,  malignant 
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Bronchitis  . 
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Pneumonia  . 
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Other  diseases  of 
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Heart  diseases 
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Accidents  . 
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All  other  causes 
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AH  causes  ... 
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15 
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The  excess  of  births  over  nett  deaths  was  63,  and  the  propor¬ 
tion  of  deaths  under  1  year  of  age  was  92‘5  per  thousand  births, 
as  compared  with  87  for  the  previous  year. 

The  rate  for  the  County  of  Lancaster  was  125  per  thousand. 

Table  V.  gives  a  detailed  account  of  the  Infantile  Mortality 
during  the  year;  the  total  number  of  deaths  under  1  year  being 
15  ;  the  same  number  as  in  the  previous  year. 

Four  of  these  deaths  were  due  to  prematurity,  and  four  to 
diarrhoea. 
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Illegitimate  Births. 

Three  illegitimate  births  have  been  registered  in  the  District 
during  the  year. 

TABLE  V. 

Infantile  Mortality  During  the  Year.  1908. 

Deaths  from  stated  Causes  in  Weeks  and  Months  under  One 

Year  of  Age. 

Name  of  District— UR MSTON  (Urban). 


CAUSE  OF  DEATH. 

Under  1  Week. 
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2-3  Weeks. 

|  3-4  Weeks. 

Total  under 

1  month 

1-2  Months. 

2-3  Months. 

3-4  Months. 

4-5  Months. 

5-6  Months. 

|  6-7  Months. 

|  7-8  Months. 

8-9  Months. 

|  9-10  Months. 

10-11  Months. 

11-12  Months. 

Total 

Deaths 

under 

One 

Year. 

All  Cases — 

Certified  ...  •  ... 

Uncertified  ... 

4 

1 

5 

3 

2 
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0 

Common  Infectious  Diseases — 
Small-pox 

Chicken-pox  ... 

Measles 

Scarlet  Fever 

Diphtheria:  Croup  ... 
Whooping  Cough 

Diarrhceal  Diseases — 
Diarrhoea  all  forms  ... 
Enteritis 

Gastritis  Gastrointestinal 
Catarrh 

Wasting  Diseases — 

Premature  Birth 

Congenital  Defects  ... 

Injury  at  Birth 

Want  of  Breast-milk,  Star¬ 
vation 

Atrophy,  Debility,  Maras¬ 
mus  ... 

Tuberculous  Diseases — 
Tuberculous  Meningitis 
Tuberculous  Peritonitis 
Tabes  Mesenterlca 

Other  Tuberculous  Diseases. 
Erysipelas 

Syphilis . 

Rickets  ... 

Meningitis  (not  Tuberculous) . . . 
Convulsions 

Bronchitis 

Laryngitis 

Pneumonia 

Suffocation,  overlying ... 

Other  Causes  (Scalds) ... 
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Whooping-cough  and 


In  addition  there  were  two  from 
1  from  Measles  ;  also  4  from  Diarrhoea. 

There  were  no  deaths  from  Diphtheria. 

These  figures  show  11  deaths  from  the  seven  principal 
infectious  diseases,  and  are  equivalent  to  a  Zymotic  death-rale  of 
1.37  per  thousand. 


5 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

Table  III.  shows  the  cases  of  infectious  disease  notified 
during  the  year,  the  total  number  being  16,  as  compared 
with  50  for  the  previous  year.  It  is  classified  according  to  the 
different  disease  and  the  ages  at  which  they  occur,  and  includes 
the  number  of  cases  treated  in  hospital. 
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Enteric  Fever  (Typhoid). 

Two  cases  occurred  in  December,  and,  unfortunately,  both 
proved  fatal. 

There  are  good  grounds  for  believing  that  the  first  was  con- 
Iracted  in  another  district.  The  second  was  a  contact  case, 
occurring  in  a  relative  who  assisted  in  nursing  the  first  before 
the  nature  of  the  disease  had  manifested  itself. 
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Scarlatina. 

Ten  cases  were  reported,  as  compared  with  35  for  the  pre¬ 
vious  year. 

Where  good  isolation  was  procurable  these  were  treated  at 
home,  with  good  results,  but  it  was  thought  necessary,  in  the 
interests  of  the  district,  to  remove  6  cases  to  Ladywell  Sana¬ 
torium,  where  home  conditions  were  undesirable  for  nursing 
purposes.  The  disease  was  thus  kept  well  within  bounds.  Two 
deaths  occurred  in  hospital  ;  one  from  Septicaemia,  which 
accompanied  the  disease  :  the  other  from  a  particularly  malig¬ 
nant  type,  the  patient  also  suffering  from  Diphtheria. 

Diphtheria. 

Three  cases  have  been  reported.  All  recovered. 

Hospital  Isolation. 

Seven  cases  of  Infectious  Disease  were  removed  to  Ladywell 
Sanatorium,  viz.  :  6  Scarlatina,  and  1  Enteric  Fever,  v  ith  a 
mortality  of  2  Scarlatina  and  1  Enteric  Fever. 

School  Closure. 

School  Closure  has  not  been  necessary  during  the  year. 

Bacteriological  Examination. 

The  contract  with  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  in  con¬ 
nection  with  the  Owens  College,  for  examinations  in  suspected 
cases  of  Diphtheria  and  Enteric  Fever,  is  still  in  force,  and 
examinations  of  sputum  in  suspected  Tuberculosis  are  now 
made  in  cases  occurring  in  the  District. 

Disinfection. 

This  is  effected  by  means  of  prepared  sulphur  candles. 
Bedding  is  disinfected  by  super-heated  steam  at  Ladywell. 

Nightsoil  Removal. 

The  work  is  done  by  the  Sanitary  Department  men,  and 
team  labour  is  supplied  by  contract. 

Sewage  Disposal. 

This  Department  is  under  the  control  of  the  Urmston  and 
Flixton  Drainage  Joint  Committee.  The  sewage  is  treated  in 
covered  tanks,  and  by  cinder  and  land  filtration. 

Cowsheds  and  Dairies. 

'There  have  been  no  changes  during  the  year.  On  inspection 
the  general  condition  was  found  much  the  same  as  in  the  pre¬ 
vious  year,  in  many  cases  the  air-space  being  deficient. 

Slaughter-houses  and  Bakehouses. 

These  have  been  inspected  and  found  satisfactory.  No 
underground  bakehouses  are  now  in  use. 
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Factories  and  Workshops. 

There  are  now  4  Factories  and  40  Workshops  and  Work¬ 
places  registered  under  the  Factory  and  Workshop  Act  (1901). 
They  have  been  inspected,  as  usual,  as  regards  cleanliness,  air¬ 
space,  ventilation,  and  sanitary  conveniences. 

Seven  notices  were  served  to  clean  and  repair,  and  the 
defects  were  remedied  promptly. 

Means  of  escape  in  case  of  fire  were  sufficient. 

Water  Supply. 

The  water  used  for  drinking  purposes,  from  the  Manchester 
Corporation  Works,  is  excellent. 

Moss  Side  Sewage  Farm. 

This  farm  has  been  taken  over  and  is  being  used  by  the 
Manchester  Corporation. 

No  complaints  have  been  received  this  year  as  to  smells 
arising  from  the  Farm. 

Carr’s  Ditch. 

This  ditch  has  been  cleansed,  and  is  at  present  in 
good  condition,  but  Cesspools  from  the  adjoining  district  still 
discharge  into  it. 

During  the  year  45  new  houses  have  been  certified  fit  for 
habitation. 

79  Nuisances  have  been  reported,  and  70  abated.  9  are  still 
unabated.  23  Notices  have  been  served, 

1  am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 


G.  E.  FRYER, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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